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Family of Faith! 

The Council met last Tuesday for their monthly council meeting and voted to begin in-person worship on 

Sunday, September 20th, at our normal time of 9 am. Please know that much thought and energy was put 

into this decision, and it was not made quickly or lightly. We have been blessed with Chris serving on our 

Council because she is the Infectious Disease Training Nurse for the CHI hospital systems here in Omaha. 

She in contact with the CDC and the Douglas County Health Department regarding safety measures            

recommended for public health concerns. We realize that there might come a time when the virus will 

surge and we will have to revert back to online services only, but we wanted to take advantage of this time 

of somewhat stability to gather together.  

If there is a low interest in gathering in-person at this time, the Council will re-evaluate the continuation of 

in-person worship gatherings and will re-determine a later goal date. What is important for you all to know 

is that your church leadership is trying very hard to balance medical public health concerns and exploring 

how we as a congregation can gather in-person. We recognize that many of our congregation fall within the 

“high-risk” category for COVID and there is a need for each of us to decide with our families and doctors 

what is best for each of us when looking at participating in public gatherings. 

For this reason, church will look and feel different as we begin to gather again and feel our way around 

COVID precautions.  

Here are the following guidelines that the Council has put in place: 

1. In-person Sunday morning worship will begin on September 20th and online services will continue   

indefinitely, including Zoom Bible Study on Wednesday nights. 

2. Masks are required per Emergency City of Omaha ordinance for all public spaces, and the social dis-

tancing of 6 ft is mandatory. Family unites may group together.  

3. For Sunday morning worship, the main entrance double doors will be the only way to enter into the 

building and will be propped open when weather allows. When weather does not allow a greeter    

wearing gloves will be stationed at each set of doors to open them for people. 

4. Pews will be marked for social distancing regulations and all hymnals, Bibles, papers and pencils will 

be removed from all of the pews.  

5. Must use hand sanitizer before entering into the sanctuary. 

6. Communion will continue to be provided by individual pre-packaged cups to be picked up prior to    

entering the sanctuary or handed out by servers on trays with gloves and masks during the service.  

7. There will be no Sunday School class gatherings, fellowship hour after service, nursery services, or 

congregational singing. We encourage you to participate in zoom Bible Study on Wednesday nights.  

8. On Sunday mornings, Fellowship Hall, the Kitchen, the office, and the library are closed for any form 
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9. The church building is closed to public gatherings until further notice. 

10. Church small groups (12 or under) can gather in Fellowship Hall (Monday— Saturday). The kitchen 

will still be off limits and each group is required to sanitize the tables that have been used.  

11. Personal drinks will be allowed to be brought into the building for either worship services or small 

group gatherings. We request that you either throw them away as you exit or take them with you when 

you leave. 

12. Plexi-glass will be placed at the pulpit so that speakers may speak without wearing a mask. We                 

recognize that for some individual with hard of hearing concerns the mask can hinder hearing. Since 

there will be no congregational singing the plexi-glass will enable Sara to sing for any musical          

elements for the service. 

13. The Narthex area will be open for individuals who require/desire more social distancing options.  

14. If you work or engage in high-risk areas for COVID exposure we ask you to consider attending service 

in the narthex area, or by attending online services in order to help decrease the risk of spreading the 

virus. 

15. Please do not come to in-person gatherings (worship or small groups) if you have a fever of any kind, 

or any of the COVID symptoms.  

16. Elery will be deep cleaning the Sanctuary, the Narthex, and the bathrooms weekly.  

17. There will be no Wednesday evening FUN programming until further notice.  

Please be patient with staff, church leadership, worship committee members, and Elders and Deacons as 

we explore how we can gather together. This will be a work in progress and will require much patience 

from all of us! If you have any questions or concerns, please reach out to either myself or Gerry Masimore 

as Head Elder. All of us feel overwhelmed, anxious, and disconnected due to life being thrown into chaos. 

It isn’t necessary for us all to feel the same way about COVID, or when to begin in-person gatherings. 

What is important is that we acknowledge the needs that each other have and are committed to walking this 

journey together...regardless to if that is by zoom Bible Study nights, online services, in– person worship, 

or small group gatherings. 

The Council will be exploring creative ways to ensure that Living Nativity (outside programming) will 

happen this year at the next Council Meeting in October. Please keep posted for further information on 

how we will conduct the All Church Annual Meeting that we typically have at the end of September each 

year.  

Blessings! 

Pastor Lisa 


