
The Holy Spirit 

Devotionals and Prayers 

Chapter Six: 

Sacred Space:                                                                                                            

An Environment for the Ministry of the Holy Spirit 

Prayer: 

Monday 

Many of us can become confused about the role of the Holy Spirit in our lives. In Acts chapter 2 we see 

the Holy Spirit enter into this world in a bold and powerful way. In scriptures, we begin to see Jesus       

prepare His disciples for the coming of the Holy Spirit in the Gospel of John; “and I will ask the Father, 

and He will give you another advocate to help you and be with you forever” (John 14:16). Moving down 

the passage to verse 26, Jesus sheds a little more light into what the role of the Holy Spirit will be in our 

lives, “but the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the father will send in my name, will teach you all things 

and will remind you of everything I have said to you.” There has been many different images to help  

describe how the Holy Spirit fits into the theological picture. Most Christian doctrine describe the Holy 

Spirit as part of the Trinity, or Godhead (God, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit). This is the spiritual under-

standing that all three are equal in nature, yet subordination in function. This means that all three natures 

of the Trinity (God, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit) are equal in nature. The best way to describe this is that 

the Trinity is not comprised of one major God and two lesser gods. It is more correct to say that the      

Trinity is comprised of one God (Jehovah) that is displayed in the form of three equal persons (God,           

Jesus, and the Holy Spirit). In many children’s Sunday School programs we describe the Trinity in the 

form of water, ice, and steam. They are all three the same scientific components, yet take the form into 

three different modes. Another way to describe the Trinity is in regards to the presence of God. In the 

Old Testament the presence of God was manifested in many different aspects (the burning bush with 

Moses, the voice upon Mount Sinai, and His actual presence in the Tent of Meeting). In the New              

Testament, the presence of God was experienced through Jesus. After Jesus ascended into Heaven, the 

way that we experience the presence of God is through the Holy Spirit. What is unique about this form of 

manifestation is that in both the Old Testament and in Jesus the presence of God was an external                   

experience. The Holy Spirit, however, is an internal and deeply personal experience. This is the under-

standing that the Holy Spirit is indwelling, living in us. 2 Timothy 1:14 states; “Guard, through the Holy 

Spirit who dwells in us, the treasure which has been entrusted to you”. 

Holy Sprit of the One True Living God, 

We fail to understand the significance of Your presence in our lives. We tend to take it for granted, or minimize Your 

presence to simply a confidant. One who will always listen to us and let us vent. You are so much more than we can even 

comprehend. Rarely do we humble ourselves to recognize that the Spirit of God is living inside of us. That every moment 

that we experience in this earthly life is share with You. Our joys, our failures, our hardships, our sorrow. You                      

experience them with us at the same exact moment that we do. This is why we do not need to have words of prayers with 

You. It is because You know the prayers that are stamped upon our hearts at the very moment that they are formed. Help 

us to understand the words of Paul when he wrote to Timothy; that You are a precious treasure that has been entrusted to 

us by You. We forget that You are a precious treasure to us, and that we have been entrusted with You. Show us the 

depth of Your love for us, so much, that You want to experience every single moment with us.   Amen 



 

Personal Reflection 

Chapter Six: 

Sacred Space:                                                                                                            

An Environment for the Ministry of the Holy Spirit 

Monday 

How have you thought about the Holy Spirit? 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

A time when you felt the Holy Spirit at work in 

your life: 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

“For prophecy never had its 

origin in the human will, but 

prophets, though human, spoke 

from God as they were carried 

along by the Holy Spirit.” 

- 2 Peter 1:21 



A Living Temple 

Devotionals and Prayers 

Chapter Six: 

Sacred Space:                                                                                                            

An Environment for the Ministry of the Holy Spirit 

Prayer: 

Tuesday 

What do you think of when you think of a Temple? Most of us tend to imagine beautiful stain glass           

windows, pipe organs, and perhaps even gold accents highlighted throughout the space. Very few of us 

think of ourselves, or our soul, as looking like this. Yet, the Apostle Paul details the theological concept 

that sense the Holy Spirit dwells inside us, it turns us into a living temple for the LORD. In 1 Corinthians 

6:19-20 he writes, “do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, whom you 

have from God? You are not your own, for you were bought with a price.” This is a hard concept for us 

to grasp because very few of us think of ourselves as beautiful enough to be the dwelling place for God. 

However, we tend to define beauty as what is fashionable in this world, which supports the image of the 

stain glass windows, pipe organs, and gold accents. Yet God tells us that His thinking is different than 

ours. In Isaiah 55: 8-9 it states; “For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my 

ways,” declares the LORD.” Why is this so important for us to understand? Because God defines beauty 

so much differently than we do, and when God sees you, He sees beauty. The problem is that we don’t. 

God has the ability to look at us and see us as He created us to be, not what this world has placed upon 

us. He sees the possibility as well as the reality. When we look at ourselves, or each other, do we see the 

possibilities as well as the reality? The truth is that we are all cloaked in the sins of this world.                   

Sometimes we struggle so greatly that we can’t even imagine what the original creation must look like. 

Now, what exactly does God find beautiful? We now that as the Creator all of creation carries His unique 

signature as an artist, therefore, is beautiful in its own right. Yet there is something set apart about our 

soul, for it is a project of the combined efforts of the Holy Spirit and ourselves. The Holy Spirit can only 

transform when we participate with the process of transformation. We have already talked about how the 

fruits of the Spirit (love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-

control) and these are the things about us that God finds utterly beautiful. These are the aspects of God 

that the Holy Spirit is working towards defining within us. These are the gold accents that are highlighted 

and set us apart as sacred ground for the presence of God. 

Amen 

Spirit of Truth, 

It is hard to imagine ourselves as living temples for You because when we look at ourselves all we 

see is the ugliness of this world. This causes us to become jaded and we begin to see each other 

through these same filters. We forget that they are beautiful simply because God created them and 

because You reside in them. Help us to see ourselves, and each other, through Your eyes and not our 

own. Cause us to yearn to grow the fruit of the Spirit and to understand that we can only produce this 

fruit due to Your presence within us. Create in us a desire to be worthy to be called Your temple.  



 

Personal Reflection 

Chapter Six: 

Sacred Space:                                                                                                            

An Environment for the Ministry of the Holy Spirit 

Tuesday 

How Do You See You? 

What do you like about yourself? _____________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

 

What do you dislike? _______________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

 

What do you want to change? ________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

 

Would these changes bring more glory to God, or 

are they merely superficial changes? ___________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

What do you tend to notice first about others?  

________________________________________ 

________________________________________ 

________________________________________ 

________________________________________ 

 

What aids in helping you to feel comfortable 

around another person? __________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

 

How do you define beauty in someone? _____ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 



Devotionals and Prayers 

The Ministry of the Holy Spirit 

Chapter Six: 

Sacred Space:                                                                                                            

An Environment for the Ministry of the Holy Spirit 

Prayer: 

Wednesday 

Author, Penny Noyes wrote an article for Christianity.com entitled, 10 Roles of the Holy Spirit in the Life of 

Christians. In this article Noyes presents a detailed glimpse at the active work that the Holy Spirit seeks to 

accomplish in the lives of Christians.  

 

1. The Holy Spirit is a helper who teaches and reminds (John 14:26) 

2. The Holy Spirit convicts the world of sin (John 16:7-8) 

3. The Holy Spirit dwells in believers and fills them with the presence of God (1 Corinthians 3:16) 

4. The Holy Spirit is a source of revelation, wisdom, and power (1 Corinthians 2:10-11) 

5. The Holy Spirit guides to all truth including knowledge of what is to come (John 16:13) 

6. The Holy Spirit gives spiritual gifts to believers (1 Corinthians 12:7-11) 

7. The Holy Spirit is a seal (legal signature of ownership) in the lives of believers (Ephesians 1:13)  

8. The Holy Spirit helps in times of weakness and intercedes for them (Romans 8:26-27) 

9. The Holy Spirit makes believers new and gives them eternal life (Romans 8:10-11) 

10. The Holy Spirit sanctifies and transforms (bears fruit) in the lives of believers (Galatians 5:16-21; 22-25) 

 

 

Amen 

Ancient of Days, 

You are at work in us, through us, and around us. We tend to think of You in ways that our favorite 

translation names You; Advocate, Comforter, or Counselor. However, these are shallow depictions 

of Your nature and Your ministry. If we, as a church, are going to grow in spiritual formation,               

evangelism, and outreach, we cannot do it without Your ministry. We tend to forget that You are  

vital for not only our future but also our present. Speak life into us, form us in Your truth, and grant 

us a future in order to glorify our Lord! 



Personal Reflection 

Chapter Six: 

Sacred Space:                                                                                                            

An Environment for the Ministry of the Holy Spirit 

Wednesday 

How might be some ways that you have denied the Holy Spirit the ability to minister? 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

When have you aided in the ministry of the Holy Spirit? _____________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

There are many good community non-profit organizations that do good work,  

But they are not churches. 

There are also many self-defined churches that do good work, 

But they are not the Body of Christ. 

 

The only way to be the Body of Christ is to be intentional about creating an environment for the Holy Spirit to 

minister and not to settle for “good works” 



Devotionals and Prayers 

Signs of the Holy Spirit 

Chapter Six: 

Sacred Space:                                                                                                            

An Environment for the Ministry of the Holy Spirit 

Prayer: 

Thursday 

Amen 

Spirit of God, 

There are times when we profess with our words that we want to change. That we are ready to let go 

of the hard areas in our hearts, yet when the time comes for us to make different choices we cling to 

past behavior. Change is hard, and at times painful. We use the hardness in our hearts to mask our 

vulnerability, so when we let go it can be scary. No matter how much we hit the pause button on 

Your work in our lives, please do not cease completely. Keep finding new ways to reach us and               

encourage us. Thank you for never leaving our side, even when we stumble and hinder Your work in 

our lives. Grant us the ability to grasp the possibilities that You hold, instead of settling for the ways 

of this world. 

The moment that we embrace Jesus as Christ the Holy Spirit is sent to us. How much that the Holy Spirit is 

able to impact us is entirely up to us. We can either cling to the hardness of our heart or we can be courageous 

and lean into the whispers of the Spirit. There are 3 signs that indicate if the Holy Spirit is at work in your life.    

These can be wonderful tools for self refection to see how much you are participating with the Holy Spirit.  

 Transformation (Titus 3:4-6)  

 The Holy Spirit seeks to create you into a new person. One who is more like Jesus than this world. 

 What is the condition of your heart?   

 Growing in the fruit of the Spirit (Galatians 5:22-23) 

 Do you bear fruit of the Spirit? Is there any fruit that is difficult for you to produce? 

 The leading of the Holy Spirit (Romans 8:14) 

 Do you submit to the will of God, or still attempt to justify the hardness in your heart? 

 

It is important that we pause and reflect upon self-examination. This is difficult to do because it requires us to 

be honest with ourselves, and sometimes it is easier to remain blind to our hard hearts. We do this by seeking 

ways to qualify why the hardness in our heart is justified. This not only hinders the work of the Holy Spirit in 

our lives but it can cause it to cease completely. What is amazing though is that at no time does the Holy  

Spirit leave our side. He simply waits until we are ready to begin working again.  

  



Personal Reflection 

Chapter Six: 

Sacred Space:                                                                                                            

An Environment for the Ministry of the Holy Spirit 

Thursday 

Self-reflect upon the signs of the Holy Spirit in your life from the prior devotion.  

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 



Devotionals and Prayers 

The Environment of the Church 

Chapter Six: 

Sacred Space:                                                                                                            

An Environment for the Ministry of the Holy Spirit 

Prayer: 

Friday 

One of the primary ways that the church hinders the ability for the Holy Spirit to work is when we let our 

sinful natures take root inside the church. When we allow sin to become comfortable in the church, or to 

make allowances for its presence, then we move farther and farther away from being a church. This can             

happen because of various factors. The first might be that we become complacent in or spiritual formation 

and make excuses for our lack of desire to personally transform. Another factor is when we love the sinner 

but do not confront the sin. This means that we turn the other cheek when sin begins to become displayed 

due to an uncomfortableness with addressing it. The result is  that sin, like cancer, grows and festers to the 

point that hurt is experienced more than the presence of the  Holy Spirit. Many of us have experienced             

unhealthy churches, or what is termed as “toxic congregations”.  We must understand that this wasn’t the 

primary goal of the church when it started. It was this slow progression of tolerated sin that had perhaps               

taken generations to reach this point where it had become an unhealthy environment.  Due to our sinful               

nature and the constant pressure of temptations, we must saturate ourselves in prayers to guard our church 

against forming this type of environment. This means that we must also be intentional about addressing sin 

when it arises, with the grace of Christ. Another way to be intentional about this is to constantly seek the 

presence of the fruit of the Spirit and celebrate when it is displayed and experienced. When we step outside 

of intentional living and drift in an environment of indifference then the ways of this world will constantly 

thrive. This means that we must be dedicated to personal reflection and our own spiritual formation. This is a 

responsibility that we each have within the Body of Christ. We know the places where our hearts are hard 

which hinder the work of the Holy Spirit and do not bring glory to God. When we reach a point when it 

doesn’t matter to us that God is not being glorified by our actions, our thoughts, and our words, then we are 

contributing to the church environment being unhealthy. This is part of why it is important to understand that 

we are called to be living temples for the presence of God. We should strive to help provide an environment 

where the ministry of the Holy Spirit can thrive.  

Amen 

Breath of Life, 

We confess that there have been times when we have hindered Your ability to move and work. We 

have allowed our sins to come into the church an to reside. At times we might not be aware of it, but 

at other times we have allowed it. Help us to be more intentional about our own spiritual formation 

and more aware of how our own personal faith journey impacts the work of the Spirit. Please do not 

allow our hearts to harden towards each other, when we justify the allowance of our sins to hurt                

others. Show us how this hinders Your work and does not glorify God.  



Personal Reflection 

Chapter Six: 

Sacred Space:                                                                                                            

An Environment for the Ministry of the Holy Spirit 

Friday 

Things I love about church: _______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Things I wish the church would do more of: _______________________ 

_____________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________ 

How can we help each other thrive in our Christian walk?  

What are the fruits of the Spirit that someone else around us 

needs to experience in order to heal, grow, and prosper? 

What does the Holy Spirit need from us to contribute to                         

the life of the church? 



Devotionals and Prayers 

The Role of the Church 

Chapter Six: 

Sacred Space:                                                                                                            

An Environment for the Ministry of the Holy Spirit 

Prayer: 

Saturday 

If we are called to be living temples offered as a sacrifice to God, and our church is called to be the primary 

environment for the Holy Spirit to minister then it might be time to re-imagine the use of our space. In the 

book, The Post Quarantine Church: Six Urgent Challenges and Opportunities That Will Determine the             

Future of Your Congregation by Thom S. Rainer, this question is at the heart of it. The first realization that 

Rainer contends is that “it will take years before the full emotional and mental toll can be assessed” from the 

fallout of the pandemic. This means that the suffering experienced in the community is deep and will have 

long ramifications. Every church is facing major hardships before them. People are not returning to church, 

people are not returning to their church, finances are shrinking, but the work needing done is expanding. This 

is the current reality facing every local church in American, and perhaps, even around the world right now. It 

feels personal because we are facing many of these hardships, but the reality is that the modern church is  

facing a pivotal moment in time. While we are struggling to find our place in this new landscape is the harsh 

understanding that Rainer points out; “churches cannot minister effectively using methods for a world that 

no longer exists”.  We don’t like change, and one of the last places that we want to change is church. If we 

are going to create an environment for the Holy Spirit to minister then we must be courageous enough to  

embrace the change that must occur. One of these changes proposed by Rainer is the need for the local 

church to use their building for the community in order to be part of the community. This is a significant 

change in church mindset. Think about the concept of missionary. It used to be that a missionary was sent to 

a third world country and the church supported them financially. In the 90’s this approach began to shift into 

the understanding that the mission field was right outside our church doors. Now, Rainer is shifting it to the 

understanding that we need to bring the mission field into our church doors. To use our space, not just for 

worship, fellowship, and discipleship, but also for evangelism and mission work. Rainer is one of the top 

church consultants in the United States. He has dedicated most of his professional life in teaching churches 

how to grow and face the challenges that are before them.  

Amen 

Lord God, 

We are struggling to understand how You desire us to create an environment for Your Spirit to move 

and work. At any given moment we struggle to keep depression, hopelessness, and grief outside of 

temptation. The weight of challenges that are before us is at times monumental. Yet, this is Your 

church, and we are Your people. You will make a way and bring that path before us. We ask for 

Your strength and courage to be poured into us as we begin to re-imagine how to create                             

environments for the Holy Spirit to move and minister. Send us Your discernment and signs of how 

to move forward.  



Personal Reflection 

Chapter Six: 

Sacred Space:                                                                                                            

An Environment for the Ministry of the Holy Spirit 

Saturday 

What are the things that are 

needed in order to create an 

environment for the                       

Holy Spirit to minister? 

___________________________ 

___________________________ 

___________________________ 

___________________________ 

___________________________ 

___________________________ 

___________________________ 

___________________________ 

___________________________ 

___________________________ 

___________________________ 

___________________________ 

___________________________ 

___________________________ 

___________________________ 

___________________________ 

___________________________ 

___________________________ 

___________________________ 

___________________________ 

___________________________ 

___________________________ 

___________________________ 

___________________________ 

What Is God Placing 

On Your Heart? 

If we were to re-imagine how we use our building in the way 

that Rainer suggests, what are some ideas that God has 

placed on your heart for our community? 



Devotionals and Prayers 

The Role of the Church 

Chapter Six: 

Sacred Space:                                                                                                            

An Environment for the Ministry of the Holy Spirit 

Prayer: 

Sunday 

When we strive to be disciples of Jesus Christ we must be sure that we understand who He is and what He 

strived hard to do during His earthly ministry. We can understand that the work of the Holy Spirit is to make 

us more like Jesus, but what is that exactly? In the book Disruption: Repurposing the Church to Redeem the 

Community, Mark Deymaz contends that Jesus was a disrupter. He argues that Jesus disrupted the “normal” 

way of life in the following ways: 

 He disrupted darkness and gave us light (Gen. 1:2-3) 

 He disrupted the law and gave us grace (Gal. 3:23) 

 He disrupted sin and gave us salvation (Rom. 10:9) 

 He disrupted death and gave us life (Rom. 6:23) 

 He disrupted time and gave us eternity (John 1:1-2; 14:; 3:16) 

He argues that if Jesus was a disrupter then He calls for His church to be disrupters also. When looking at 

this new post-pandemic landscape and the role of the church to create an environment for the Holy Spirit to 

minister, when then are we called to disrupt? Deymaz details that the church is called to disrupt assumptions 

(about God, Jesus, and each other), disrupt the church (become what the church is meant to be for all                

people), become a disrupting witness (advocating for those who are denied a voice), and disrupting others 

(helping people realize their sin). Many of us are uncomfortable with disruptions. We do not like to                       

experience them, or cause them. If the pandemic taught us anything it is that this world will always seek to 

disrupt our lives. As the people of God we must chose if we want to experience the disruptions of this world 

or the disruptions of Jesus. This is an important question to answer when seeking to create an environment 

for the Holy Spirit to minister.  

Amen 

Gracious Lord, 

On a whole, we hate disruptions. We tend to forget how much Your ministry disrupted the “norms” 

of the time. Teach us how to become more comfortable with disruptions. If we are going to look at 

bringing the mission field into our church building then we must prepare for many disruptions, both 

negative and positive. This means that we must be more flexible with our grace and our mercy. We 

must allow room for failures and mistakes. We must understand what we are called to disrupt and 

what we are not. Too often there is a temptation to make our preferences, Your preferences. This 

must stop in order for us to move forward as a church. Grant us this ability.  



Personal Reflection 

Chapter Six: 

Sacred Space:                                                                                                            

An Environment for the Ministry of the Holy Spirit 

Sunday 

How well do you navigate disruptions? _________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

What are some                     

disruptions that you 

feel are important                

for the church                                

to be part of? 

 

“When God builds a church,                                              

the enemy builds a chapel  

...next door” 

          Movie quote from The Unholy 

There is a lot of truth to this statement, even if 

it is coming from a fictional movie. We must 

understand that while we seek to disrupt the 

nature of this world, that also means that this 

world will seek to disrupt our efforts for 

Christ.  

This is why the Apostle Paul wrote in                      

Ephesians 6:12; 

“for our struggle is not against flesh and blood, 

but against the rulers, against the authorities, 

against the powers of this dark world and 

against the spiritual forces of evil in                             

the heavenly realms.” 


