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Prayer: 

The final words that Jesus shared with His disciples are found in Acts 1:8, “But you will receive power 

when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and     

Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” Samaria was not thought highly of during the time of Jesus. In 

fact, Samaria has been described as a wasteland of impure people. They were Jewish people that married 

people from different cultures and adopted new pagan idols. Samarians represented the outcasts of any 

society. They were looked down upon by the Romans, the Greeks, and the Jews. One major point of               

tension was that the Jewish people and the Samarians only agreed on the first five books of the Old              

Testament (Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy), but disagreed on every other               

aspect religiously. One of the most precious interactions recorded in the Bible can be found between Jesus 

and the woman at the well, a Samaritan woman. Her story is shared in John 4:1-42. Jesus decided that He 

would travel through Samaria on His way to Galilee. This was an intentional shift from typical Jewish  

behavior. There were well established routes that circumvented the region of Samaria completely due to 

the Jewish rejection of the Samaritan people. But  isn’t the only radical aspect of this story. It was also      

considered taboo for a Jewish person to drink from the same vessel as Samaritans. Additionally, Jesus                  

initiated a conversation with this Samaritan woman, which was a public acknowledgement of her value as 

a human being. For a Jewish man to speak openly with a single woman would have been unheard of and 

the height of inappropriateness. However, this mattered little to Jesus. This woman mattered to Him. Even 

though she had been with many men, even though she was a Samaritan, even though His disciples               

couldn’t believe what He was doing. None of this mattered. All that mattered is that this woman, who 

lived every day being shunned, knew that both Jesus and God saw her...and valued her. When Jesus told 

His disciples to “go to Judea and Samaria” it was more than just a reference of geological location. He was 

telling them to go to the outcasts. Not only to share the gospel of Jesus with them, but to make sure that 

the outcasts were included in the Body of Christ. 

How Do You Feel About Samaritans? 

Amen 

Lord, You made an example of breaking down social barriers and claiming people for God, no 

matter who they were or where they lived. You affirmed human dignity for all people that You 

came into contact with, even those who believed differently than You. Who are the people around 

me that I have failed to value? Who socially in our community is seldom offered the right for basic 

human dignity? Grant me Your eyes, Holy Spirit, and help me to see people who have been                 

invisible to me. Draw them to me, and me to them. Help me to affirm their right for human dignity, 

even if they do not believe the same way that I do. Let them see You through me. Not just in my 

words, but by how I treat them with respect and by how I advocate for them in the community.  
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Recent US Unchurched 

Statistics: 

(The Barna Group) 

47% of political liberals 

 25% of African Americans 

34% of Hispanics 

63% of Asians 

37% of single adults 

49% of LGBTQ community 

95% of the Disability              

Community 

When these statistics are  

projected across the                    

aggregate adult US                      

population: 

73 million adults are                   

presently unchurched 

With teens and children             

added into projection: 

Roughly 100 million are 

presently unchurched 

This amount would be equal 

to be the 12th largest                

populated nation on earth.  

These are some of the                

people groups that make up 

the unchurched population            

currently in the US 

This is not to imply that every group detailed in 

the statistics are to be considered outcasts, but 

many of them are treated as outcasts in the    

community setting. Furthermore, when looking 

at the make up of any given local church, a               

majority of these people groups are not present 

in congregations. 

What do you think are some of the barriers that have                    

contributed to this staggering number of                                                     

unchurched in America?  

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

What needs to happen in order for these barriers to be removed? 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

We visit the well, but do we invite them back               

with us to join our church? 

Why Not? 
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Which Was Radical 

We cannot understand how radical Jesus was in breaking down the social barriers during His earthly ministry 

until we can come to terms with the culture of that of the ancient Roman Empire. This is very important for 

us to understand today if we are going to be authentic disciples of Jesus Christ.  

Women 

During the 1st century Palestine, it was only acceptable for Hebrew women to socialize with those in her 

family. It was custom for the males of the family to be taught the ancient scriptures from the Torah, but it 

was a luxury for women. For a vast majority of women, they were excluded from any form of religious     

instruction. Jesus was noted for not only speaking opening with women but also being a Rabbi to them. In 

fact, historians note that in a culture of gender segregation, it is difficult to find any example where Jesus 

treated men and women differently.  

The Poor & The Unclean 

People who were outcasts were deemed “unclean” and the Pharisees taught that being “unclean” was               

contagious. For this reason, they were shunned, even from family members. Some of societies most                  

vulnerable members would have been classified as “unclean”. We see Jesus touch them, teach them, walk 

with them, and advocate for them.  

Oppressors 

Ancient Jewish people held a deep resentment and hatred for Rome and Roman citizens. These people were 

their oppressors. In fact, the ancient Jewish people couldn’t imagine any form of Messianic deliverer who 

wouldn’t deliver them from their oppressors. Yet we see Jesus engage with Romans, offering them the same 

embracement that He did with the Jewish people, even though it caused His people to be angry with Him.  

Racial Enemies: 

For the ancient Jew, a Samaritan ranked even lower than being Greek or Roman. There were ethnic Jews that 

had married into other cultures and were rejected for not being “pure”. Yet we see Jesus intentionally               

crossing this racial divide and instilling the value of all people to God (the woman at the well).  

 Prayer: 

Amen 

Beloved Jesus, Messiah for all people, 

You were very intentional about breaking down social barriers that divided people from each other. 

You demonstrated that God values all people, and that all people are made in the Image of God. I 

struggle with embracing the outcasts. I am unsure of what it means to create a home for them. Grant 

me the courage to continue Your work throughout my community in this vital area. Create in me a 

passion for all those around me who feel like outcasts. When they see me, may they see only You.  
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Jesus took risks.  

He loved boldly, spoke boldly, and embraced boldly.  

Sadly, a majority of modern American churches do not take risks. They choose to play it safe, which has 

resulted with the gospel of  Jesus being compromised. Instead of looking at everything through the lens of 

Jesus, we tend to allow outside factors (politics, secular social norms, money, keeping the masses happy, 

and personal opinion) shape who we evangelize to and who we allow inside our precious buildings to grow 

our churches.  

What are some radical things that we could  do,  

as the local church,                                                             

that would perpetuate this aspect of Jesus? 

Look like Him * Love like Him * Embrace like Him * Serve like Him * Teach like Him * Forgive like Him 
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Who Are You At The Pool Of Bethesada? 

In John 5:1-15 we learn about the pool that was located right inside the Sheep Gate as you entered into the city of 

Jerusalem. It was a belief that these were healing waters and people came from far to gather there. John 5:4 

states, “for an angel went down at a certain time into the pool and stirred up the water; then whoever stepped in 

first, after the stirring of the water, was made well of whatever disease he had.” In the discourse of this passage, 

a man who had suffered from his infirmity for 38 years waiting to get into the water. On this day, Jesus asked this 

man if he wanted to be made well. The man explained that he had no one to help him into the pool and when he 

tried to do it himself, other people beat him to the pool once the water started moving. Jesus did heal the man, but 

today we are going to place ourselves in this story, or at least placing ourselves in each other the types of people 

there. First, there is the man who has suffered for 38 years and had no one in his life that would even help him 

attempt to have a better quality of life. Imagine you are this person, or perhaps you feel like this person today in 

life. Not only is daily functioning difficult, but you have not friends or family that even cared if you had a good 

day or not. Even today, obtaining medical treatment or services for those that need them can be a daunting       

process, leaving one feeling like an insignificant member of society. Secondly, there are all the people waiting in 

line for the hope of healing, but never reaching the pool. What would it be like to be this person? Perhaps you 

feel like you are this person currently. To be stuck in a situation that feels hopeless and to see (what you believe 

to be a chance at a better life) a solution right in front of you, but always out of reach. How crushing would this 

be for your spirit and for it to feel like it doesn’t matter to those around you? How difficult would it be to not  

become resentful that those around you could see how important it was for you to reach the pool, yet not care 

enough to let you go before them? Lastly, there were the people that wanted healing and could make it into the 

pool at the designated time and were able to feel emotionally like they were making progress. At different times 

throughout like, most of us can identify with each of these representations of people. However, the church has 

not done well at being the representation of Jesus. We can’t heal people, like Jesus does, but we could notice 

their hurt, their frustration, or their loneliness and seek to be part of the solution that could better their quality of 

life. However, we will never discover this unless we are intentional about investing in building relationships.  

Prayer: 

Holy God and Great Physician,  

There are people all around me that is suffering and I am unaware. Sometimes it is because my                 

personal struggles are so great that my thoughts stay internal instead of outward focused. Help me to 

set aside my struggles and see the struggles of those around me. Other times it is because my day is 

demanding and my responsibilities weigh me down. Help me to be able to slow the demands of my 

day so that I can interact with the people You place around me. Then there are the times that I am just 

thoughtless and am self-absorbed and fail to notice that the person next to me is suffering. When this 

happens, jolt me out of my selfishness so that I can see the reality that others are facing. More than 

that, create in me a passion for helping them better their reality. When thinking of this story, help me 

to always resemble You. Amen 
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An Example of when I was desperately lonely and people around me 

didn’t seem to notice. 

___________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________ 

An example of when I didn’t notice the 

suffering of another person, then              

discovered that they were going through 

a very difficult time. 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

An example when I did notice that someone was suffering 

and I was able to help them. What I did was _________, and 

how that made me feel: 

____________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________ 
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An Uncomfortable Conversation: The Elephant In The Room 

Right now there is an elephant in the middle of this conversation. An elephant that we (modern American                  

Christians) recognize but seldom acknowledge openly. Today we are going to name this elephant. For many  

churches, expanding the Kingdom of God has not been a priority. We profess that it is, but we have allocated very 

little of our time, effort, and resources towards the Great Commission, and when we have it has been a check for 

third world countries and not for our own communities. You see, we like how we do church. We like the musical 

instruments that we use, we have our preferred songs, our preferred style, and our preferred projects. When we start 

inviting people in, we tend to expect them to like how we do things so that nothing every gets changed. When we 

start taking evangelism and church outreach seriously, we know that deep down inside our “preferred” way of doing 

things might become compromised because we can merely be “out voted” at all church meetings. For this reason, it 

is easier to give money to change another community or church, because it doesn’t affect our preferred church life 

experience. This has been the undercurrent attitude for many years here in America, and we can see it because 

churches are dying off at an alarming rate. Sadly, for many American churches, evangelism and church outreach has 

not become a recent priority until the local church has been placed on life support and it has become a last ditch           

effort to save the church.  However, why would the Holy Spirit call any new believer to a church that has embraced 

this attitude? The hard truth is that the Holy Spirit doesn’t care about our preferences. The Spirit of God only cares 

about changing the life of an individual and seeking to glorify God. What makes us feel comfortable rarely comes 

into play. Luke 14, the parable of the Great Banquet has Jesus sharing the story of a person who invited people to a 

feast (following the Jewish custom of only inviting people who could return the favor) and having everyone make 

an excuse to not attend. He then ordered his people to go out and find all the outcasts, who never were invited to  

anything, let alone a grand feast. The point of the story was that we will be surprised at who is setting at the great 

banquet table in Heaven. It is the realization that God invites everyone, even those who can never return the favor.  

With Luke 14 as our guide, who should we be reaching out to? Who should be at the top of our evangelism focus? 

When we do church outreach, should we even be entertaining the thought of what the church benefit could be from 

doing the event? If we accept that we are to do things for people that will never be able to return the favor then we 

should assume from the start that there will be no personal benefit (church growth, and/or tithing). Have we gotten 

our priorities mixed up? What should our priorities be? 

Amen 

Spirit of the Living God, 

When we become desperate there is a temptation for us to shift our motives for the decisions that we 

make. There is also a constant temptation to make Your church more about us than You. If this is 

happening, please help us correct this. It is Your role to grow our church and sustain our church. It is 

our role to keep our eyes on You. At times, uncertainty can cause us to seize control and force       

outcomes that make us feel more comfortable. However, this means that we are limiting You. When 

we limit You we also limit our blessings. You also will only call new believers to churches that will 

help disciple them correctly. If we want church growth, then we must be worthy for You to call new 

people to our doors. Help reshape our hearts, correct our priorities, and make us worthy! 
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An example of a time at church (this church or another church) when someone was excluded (intentionally 

or unintentionally), belittled, or shamed: 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

How should this situation have been handled? 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

What was my contribution to the situation? 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

What would have been a contribution that would have honored God? 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

We all make mistakes and need 

forgiven. Learning the lessons 

from these mistakes is what 

helps us to grow and gain               

wisdom. If we never admit to 

making mistakes then it is                  

difficult for the wisdom of God 

to begin to form in us.  

What wisdom did I learn from this? How might this lesson help me 

be a better mentor for a new believer? 

_________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________ 
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We Are Called To Know Our Community 

How well do we know our community? Prior to COVID, statistics showed that the current poverty rate in Omaha 

was 15.1%, or roughly, one out of every 6.6 residents lives in poverty. During COVID and after COVID many city 

officials are contending that the numbers are much higher than this. Think about this, 1 out of every 6 of our fellow 

neighbors will have not had enough to eat today. The Omaha Social Project (omahasocialproject.com) details that we 

are also currently experiencing a housing crisis in Omaha. This doesn’t mean that new homes are not being created, it 

means that the availability for affordable housing for lower income families has reached the point to be                    

considered a crisis.  Additionally, in a compiled study presented by the Omaha Social Project regarding family with 

disabilities throughout the Omaha area (found at: Including Children with Disabilities and their Families in Omaha – 

Omaha Social Project ) states, “Do Not Hinder Them” was a scholarly article written by Christina Richie. This             

article spoke about the different stigmas in society that families and children with disabilities face. The main example 

was the church; it gave a detailed perspective on how many families avoided bringing their disabled children to 

church for the fear of the stigmas.” Lastly, there has been a historic racial divide in Omaha, and throughout the State. 

Many will contend that for our area, racially, Native Americans experience the most profound levels of                         

discrimination and poverty. Next, would be that of the Asian, African-American, and Latino communities. Last   

summer, several of our Native American Nations experienced high levels of mass teen suicide on their reservations. 

The riots and protests from the summer of 2020 demonstrated the hurt and suffering that is being experienced by 

many large sections of our community. Additionally, these riots sparked a social backlash against our community 

law enforcement officers and have caused the morale of our emergency responders to reach incredible lows. The take 

away from all of this is that our community is suffering at such a high level, for many different reasons. Where is the 

voice of God’s people amid this suffering? How are we going to respond? What acts of love must we provide in                

order to help facilitate God’s healing. Do we have a responsibility to become involved? Where is God calling us to 

engage? To help? To serve? To advocate? To be the presence of Jesus?   

Lord God, 

Our community is hurting, and there are even more hurts that we are not even aware of. Show us 

how You seek to use us. Call people to us, and us to people in order to just be Your hands and feet. 

Make us more visible throughout our community and make us known for being a safe haven for 

those who feel like they are outcasts, invisible, or forgotten. Help our love to be genuine and                    

authentic. Grant us the courage to be used in bold and radical ways. Give us a passion for those in 

our community who suffer, but furthermore, a passion for helping to sooth their hurt.  

Amen 

https://omahasocialproject.com/family/including-children-with-disabilities-and-their-families-in-omaha/
https://omahasocialproject.com/family/including-children-with-disabilities-and-their-families-in-omaha/
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What does it mean to feel vulnerable? 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

When has been a time you have felt vulnerable? 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

How might we demonstrate embracing the vulnerable? 
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Cody Elementary School Partnership 

We have had a long partnership with Cody Elementary School, which is part of the Millard Public School System. 

While in the past, this relationship has taken many different looks, recently it has been helping to supply students 

with basic needs (school supplies, underwear, coats, hats, and gloves). We have also supplied food during teacher 

appreciation week. However, we do not really engage with any of the families of the students. Some basic                     

statistics for the school are (prior to COVID); roughly 48% of the students fall into the low-income category, 

roughly 3% have disabilities, 64% of the students are white, 15% Latino, 11% African-American, and less than 

3% are Asian and/or Native American.  The student ratio to teacher is 10:1 (state average 13:1), and for a                

counselor 588:1 (state average 327:1). When examining this raw data, with some of the previous Omaha social 

concerns from the prior devotional, we can narrow down some of the needs immediately surrounding our church 

building. The first is that almost half of the student body falls into poverty and we are aware that there is a               

housing crisis currently for this segment of our vulnerable. We also can see that 3% of the students have                         

disabilities and have their services met primarily through the school system. This means that every summer care                 

providers are left to cover the gap in services themselves. This is an incredible burden for the care provider. It 

would be also safe to assume that out of that 3%, a small fraction of them have been made to feel comfortable or 

even welcomed into church life. Additionally, roughly 29% of the families would have been directly impacted by 

the riots last summer, and 100% of all of the students (meaning children are vulnerable to society trauma and              

aggression). At this time, there are no public statistics on the number of children who have parents serving with 

the Omaha Police Department and have experienced fear and anxiety regarding the profession for a parent as a 

result of the civil unrest last summer. Do we have a moral, and spiritual obligation towards these families being 

that we are a church located at the heart of the school geographically? Should Cody Elementary, their staff,              

students, and families be a priority for us regarding community outreach? What would it mean to be regarded as a 

safe haven for these families? What would be the difference between their staff knowing that we appreciate them, 

verses value them? Lastly, what does it mean to be a community partner?  

Amen 

Great Provider, 

We lift up the students, the staff, and the families of Cody Elementary School. Many of us have 

gone through our day never pausing to question the quality of life for these people, despite having a 

community partnership with them. Make this stop. Help them to be on our mind and in our thoughts 

constantly. Engage us with questions regarding bettering the quality of life of those around us. 

Show us how to be good stewards of our time, resources, and energies so that it can make the most 

impact upon the lives of others for Your glory. Provide the path forward, and grant us the courage to  

forge it. Let us see each family through Your eyes and not our own.  
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Outreach             

Ideas for                 

Cody                           

Elementary 

That focus on              

bettering the        

quality of life                

for people 

_________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

What could a mission statement be to help shape and              

define our partnership with Cody Elementary School? 
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Does Love Equal Agreement?  

We find ourselves in a politically divided landscape. However, it moves beyond divided and more into the realm 

of hatred. It isn’t merely that we disagree with each other, but society has reached a point where it justifies              

politeness and respect based off of likeness of mind. This means, that if you disagree with someone regarding 

ideology, politics, or philosophy, then there is no regard to treat them with any merit of social decorum. Yet, as 

Christians, we see Jesus do just the opposite of this throughout the New Testament scriptures. The only people 

that we see Him loose His temper with are the religious hypocrites around Him. We know that He would have 

disagreed with the life style choice of the Samarian woman at the well, yet He speaks to her with more honor and 

respect than anyone else around her. We can also assume that He disagreed with the life style choice of the      

woman that was dragged before Him accused of adultery, however, He spoke with more respect to her than               

anyone else. Why is it that today an alarming number of Christians have reached a place where they believe that 

it is justified to belittle, shame, or diminish another person just because they believe differently than them or have 

chosen a different life style choice than them? This isn’t a conversation regarding what choices the differing             

party should make, this is a conversation about how the Christian in disagreement should behave. How can we 

show the love of Jesus, when we can’t even do it when it is difficult ourselves? We cannot teach what we don’t 

know, and what we don’t know, we can not demonstrate. Jesus poured His love upon everyone. None of us are 

worthy of His love. Each of us have a sinful nature that seeks to pull us away from God. Once we begin to claim 

the authority on who has the right to enter into the holy of holies, then we have become no different than that of 

the Pharisees who determined who was clean (enough) and who was unclean. There is only one judge, and that is 

God, yet there are many Christians who claim that right. When each of us dies, we will stand before our God and 

the Lord we have professed to follow and there will be a conversation. This conversation will go only one of two 

ways. It will be either God telling us that we didn’t love enough (the greatest commandment of these is to love), 

or that we loved too much. I would rather be told that I loved too much than not enough. It is not our place to 

guard the gate of Christianity. That is the role of the Holy Spirit. It is our job to tell people about Jesus and to 

walk alongside them throughout life. Loving someone doesn’t mean that we agree with them about everything. It 

means that we place a value upon them. Can we love people who we disagree with? Jesus did.  

Prayer: 

 

Breath of Life, 

You have called us to love all people, even those who we wouldn’t select as close friends. We              

struggle with understanding how to love people that are so radically different from us. However, we 

are called to build relationships with all people in order to show them the depth of Your love. We 

fail to realize that when the love we extend is tarnished with our own self-righteousness or                  

selfishness people confuse it with Your love. Teach us to love the addicts, embrace the prisoners, 

mentor the prostitutes, and befriend the politically opposite. Help us to value the person, even when 

we might not value the differences. Enable our hearts to always make the person more valuable than 

anything that might divide us.   Amen 
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3 Characteristics of Christian Love: 

 

Christian Love is Sacrificial                                      

(instead of taking from another, Christian love constantly 

assumes the humility of giving, serving, and willingness)                   

1 John 4:10 

It isn’t offered because of what will be given in return    

                

Christian Love is Demonstrated                                      

(it is not merely stating it, but showing it through action:                     

the action of forgiveness, the action of sacrifice,                          

action of acceptance, the action of effort)                                                                              

1 John 3:18 

It requires something of you 

 

Christian Love is Initiative                                                 

(it isn’t about waiting for someone to show                                   

themselves to be lovable or worthy of our love:                                                           

we initiate it as an act of worship to Jesus)                                   

Romans 5:8 

If it has to be justified, it isn’t Christian love 

Which of these characteristics do                                  

you struggle with the most? 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

An example of when Jesus, God, or the Holy Spirit loved you with a sacrificial love (loved you when you had nothing to give in      

return): 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

An example of when Jesus, God, or the Holy Spirit demonstrated their love for you: 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

An example of when Jesus, God, or the Holy Spirit loved you when you were not worthy of it: 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

If it was so profound for you when you experienced it, is it any less profound when someone else experiences it from you? 


